Green Living @ CityU
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Hong Kong Orchid Tree is an evergreen native tree species which can grow up to 10
metres. Its leaves are heart-shaped and it blooms purple flowers during winter. It has
a spreading tree crown and blooms abundantly with clusters of showy purple flowers,
making it highly ornamental. Hong Kong Orchid Tree resembles Camel's Foot Tree
(Bauhinia variegata). They differ in fruiting habit that Camel's Foot Tree produces pod
fruits while Hong Kong Orchid Tree is sterile. Propagation of Hong Kong Orchid Tree
relies on asexual reproduction (e.g. grafting), therefore its tree bark on trunk looks
different between the upper section and lower section. This tree species was originally
discovered in Pok Fu Lam in 1880, Hong Kong and was adopted as the city flower of
Hong Kong in 1965.
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Common Name Hong Kong Orchid Tree

IR LT Bauhinia x blakeana

Botanical Name
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Family Caesalpiniaceae
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Flowering Period April to December
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Fruiting Period April to December
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Where to find in CityU | IRfEERITIER SAERE ~ (EE0 KA
Chinese Garden, Roof Garden of LI, Roof Garden of
LAU, Tak Chee Yuen and Student Residence
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